In the crystal of the title compound, [Cu(NO 3 ) 2 (C 18 H 24 N 2 )], the Cu II ion is coordinated by two N atoms of the bipyridine ligand and four O atoms from the two nitrate anions in a distorted octahedral fashion. The dihedral angle between the planes of the two pyridine rings is 11.52 (10) . In the crystal structure, weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions may help to establish the packing. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(NO 3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). tert-butyl-2,2'-bipyridine has been used as a ligand in coordination chemistry (Huertas et al., 2001; Qin et al., 2002) . We report here the crystal structure of the title copper(II)complex, (I), containing a bipyridine ligand.
In the crystal of (I), the Cu II ion is coordinated by two N atoms of the 4,4'-di-tert-butyl-2,2'-bipyridine ligand and four O atoms from the two nitrate anions. The dihedral angle between the planes of two pyridine rings is 11.52 (10)°. The title compound forms intermolecular H bond whereas the protonated C1 atom act as hydrogen-bond donor and O4 atom act as hydrogen-bond acceptor, the distance of the C1-H1···O4 hydrogen bonds is 3.124 (3) Å (Table 1 ). Weak C-H···O interactions may help to establish the packing.
A solution of 4,4'-di-tert-butyl-2,2'-bipyridine (0.15 g, 0.56 mmol) in ethanol (50 ml) was added to a solution of Cu(N0 3 ) 2 , (0.09 g, 0.56 mmol) in H 2 O (20 ml), and the resulting blue solution was stirred for 10 min at 313 K. Then, it was left to evaporate slowly at room temperature. After one week, blue crystals of (I) were isolated.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H = 0.93-and 0.96 Å, and U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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